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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97fb) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed concurrently with the instant continuation application. Accordingly, no 
fee is due for filing this paper. 

The listed documents were previously cited in the copending parent AppUcation No. 
09/624,194, filed on July 24, 2000, upon which Applicants rely for the benefits provided in 35 
U.S.C. § 120. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), a copy of each reference is not 
provided. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached PTO Form 1449. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that any of the listed documents is material or constitutes 
"Prior Art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not constitute "Prior 
Art" under United States law. Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant 
facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the 
fee to Deposit Account 50-0310. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

Dated: December 5, 2003 By: 

Paul A. Foumier 
Reg. No. 41,023 

CUSTOMER NO. 009629 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 
1 1 1 1 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Telephone: 202.739.3000 
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PTO Form 1449 






Filing Date: November 18, 2003 


Group Art Unit: Unassigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


^Examiner 
Initial 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Fllina Date 






4,642,524 


Feb. 1987 


Eaton et al. 


315 


169.3 








6,339.415 


Jan. 2002 


Ishizuka 


345 


76 








6,351,255 


Feb. 2002 


Ishizuka et al. 


345 


77 








5,812.105 


Sep. 1998 


Van De Ven 


345 


83 








5,075,596 


Dec. 1991 


Young et al. 


315 


167 








5,719,589 


Feb. 1998 


Norman et al. 


345 


209 








5.923,309 


Jul. 1999 


Ishizuka et al. 


345 


690 








5,872,561 


Feb. 1999 


Figie et al. 


341 


22 








5,856,813 


Jan. 1999 


Katayama et al. 


345 


208 








5,847,516 


Dec. 1998 


Kishita et al. 


315 


169.1 








5.844,368 


Dec. 1998 


Okuda et al. 


315 


169.1 








5,838,289 


Nov. 1998 


Saito et al. 


345 


212 








5,828,181 


Oct, 1998 


Okuda 


315 


169.3 








5.973,456 


Oct. 1999 


Osada et al. 


315 


169.1 








5,424.560 


Jun. 1995 


Norman et al. 


257 


103 








4,684.942 


Aug. 1987 


Nishi 


345 


600 








5,317.334 


May 1994 


Sano 


345 


63 








5,448.024 


Sep. 1995 


Kawaguchi 


178 


18.07 




















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
YES NO 




















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 








Examiner 


Date Considered 


Examiner: 




Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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